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Until a yaar ago aasQr paoj^ thought of him only as of Arthur the 
Beautiful* Men ndutiooed his name with Mendly disrespect, women with 
a sigh* Bo^ agreed that the past Direotor General of the Ministry of 
Defense^ now Israeli Ambassador in Bonn, is a good looking, elegant, silent 
eoaeidiat pompous man will do exeellently for decorating a cocktail parly • 

But now everybody says be is doing far better than aiyone expected* 

Certainly be appears freer, more energetic, more popular* Beople say ad- 
miringly that he is the most photographed and most interviewed man in Germany, 
that at every event the television lenses are directed longer at him than at 
anyone else, that he is being run after and asked for autographs. 

They say that be is giving the Germans eomplexas, becauae he is blonder, 
taller, colder and bluer eyed thantei^ther Germans* That he is proud^ That 
be has no''galutb'eoBqplexB8# That for the Germane be presents tbe Issraeli 
si^rman in Hollywood style* That ha is a diplomatic James Bond* 

In the first stage of the present negotiations with Germany heaven dunib- 
founded hie leraeli eoUeagoes* He proved to be aggressive, cold, matter of 
fact and eec\iro in hie direct approach strategy* Unlike his predecessor. 
Reparations Mission Director Felix Shinnar, he dldn*t bargain emd argue emotively* 
Unlike him, he doee not drive around In a Mercedes but in an impressive D Citroen* 
He proundly wears tbs Legion of Honor Ribbon idiich be received from the former 
French Ambaseador in lerael* When Mr* BourdelUette gave him the medal, there 
was a slight problem* BourdelUette, idio is a small man, was supposed to kies 
Ben Rathan on both cheeks, ae is the cuatcme* This meant that be had to Step 
on tiptoe* Tbe occasion therefore passed without kieeing* 
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”Hls bolUng point Ilea at I509&»" they say^ "be jxist doean*t case to a boll*” 
If you know him veil you may notice that when he la nervous, he frowns and hla 
rl^t ear tremblea a little* After the first stage of negotiations with the 
Germans, It vas said that ha doesn't use his nerves at all, only the nerves of 
his opponents* He Is capable to say the rudest things In a quiet boloe. In 
exceUsot German, with a Vlenxisse accent* They say that Vest Gernian President 
Luebke has eonplalned to Journalists that Ben Nathan gave a rude answer when be 
said that the Germans have already paid enough* 

Between one tiring meeting and the other he would Invite the mombere cf the 
delegation for ping pongt Treasury against Foreign Ministry* Vlth nsgUgent 
elegance he would hand out blue match boxes with his Initials* 

Veil dressed, 45 years old, be Is proud of his appecurance* He ie elegant to 
a point* ”In the winter he looks even better than In the su mmer," frlende In 
larael say with feminine Jealousy* "Because he puts on more clothes* But in 
Surope that problem settlsB itself*" For a Viennese and stislent of the Poretz 
Qieyot High School he Is unemotloxial* He is Introvert, a little ehy, and does 
not spark continental chaxis. He Is a poor speaker axtd knows it* Ho la not too 
exact s there even are moiaents when he Is lazy* He doesn't Ilka to work on files* 
He plays by ear* He works off tension by racing like mad In his ear* He plays 
tennis and ping pong and swims* Is a great expert on wine and F^noh cooking* 
Smokes cigars fluid Is a pleasflmt host at small events* His manners flure un» 
exceptional* He Is the perfect gentleman* 

He does not use Sabra slang * doesn't thump people on the back - doesn't 
laugh out loud* At the Ministry of Defense he issued orders that he vas not 
to be called Mr* Ben Nathan but only Arthur, even by the man who brings around 
the tea. His wife, however, 



calls him Usher < 
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For his seeretaries he always brings back little gifts tvom abroad* At the 
sane tine he makes a point of preserving a certain distance* 

He dldn^t get excited when nearl 7 all German papers wrote that ha looks 
more like a German than their Aaoibassador Pauls* He prefers not to talk 
about his active part in thd Nasi hunt after the 2nd World War. If Golda's 
attesq^s to put obstacles in the way of his appointment vent on his nerves^ 
he tried to conceal It and almost succeeded* Whenever an Israeli gossip 
coltDoniet writes that he lodes so maoh like German film star Kurt Jtergens 
he pretends to be annoyed but actually enjoye It gery much. Rov the 
time has cobs when he has his revenge on the gentiles* Everybody tells 
Kurt Jusrgens that be locks Just like Botshafter Ben Nathan* 




